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Conewago Township Acquires Park Land

Joel Buckley, Chairman of the Conewago Township Board of Supervisors,

announced that Conewago Township completed the acquisition of 28 acres of land

on Friday September 10. The land is located at the northeast corner of Old Hershey

Road and Schoolhouse Road, between the Conewago Township Municipal

Building and the Conewago Elementary School. Twenty-five acres of farmland

were purchased from the Hershey Trust for $535,000. In a related land swap deal,

five acres of that land was given to the Lower Dauphin School District for

expansion of the Conewago Elementary School. In exchange, about six acres of

woodland north of the Elementary school and two acres of farmland adjacent to the

township building were transferred to the township.
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The only existing township owned recreation facility is Danny Fisher

Memorial Field, a two acre ball field on Ridge Road below the municipal building.

With the land purchase and land swap, the township has acquired eighteen acres of

farmland for parks and recreation use, six acres of woodland for nature trails, and

four acres of farmland next to the municipal building for future expansion. The

acquisition is being funded in part with a grant from the Pennsylvania Dept. of

Conservation and Natural Resources, in part with recreation fees assessed on new

real estate subdivisions, and in part with township general funds.

     Also, in connection with the expansion of the Conewago Elementary School,

the rural township approved its first traffic light at the intersection of Route 743

and Schoolhouse Road. Chairman Buckley credits the park land acquisition to the

cooperative efforts of the Board of Supervisors, the Park and Recreation Board, the

Lower Dauphin School District, the Hershey Trust, the Pennsylvania Department

of Conservation and Natural Resources, and State Representative John Payne.

Development of the park land will not take place before next year.
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